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intersection of pain and addiction, with research interests spanning
animal models of pain and addictive behaviors as well as clinical research
focused on pain management and the chronification of pain. Her early
research focused on preclinical animal models of reward and addiction,
combining behavioral, neurochemical, and neuroanatomical techniques to understand
underlying substrates of withdrawal and relapse. She later established an applied pain
management laboratory to develop and assess novel analgesics. Her more recent work as a
member of the Penn State Addiction Center for Translation (PS ACT) has focused on
translational efforts utilizing a GLP-1R agonist to reduce craving and prevent relapse both in
animal models and a human pilot study in patients seeking treatment for opioid use disorder.
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on health disparities affecting women, racial and ethnic minority groups,
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misuse. She has specific expertise in elucidating the social and structural determinants of
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approaches.
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developing and adapting brief digital interventions for
chronic pain and opioid misuse. She is also interested in
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